
 

 

Restoration News;                        
January 2019  

 

Whilst much work continues on AEC 
Reliance 798, attention is also now fo-
cussed on AEC Regent III  NTT661. 
The vehicle we hope will lead our cele-
brations in 2019.                                              

798; The seemingly straightforward 
tasks are inevitably not so. The refur-
bishment of the radiatior has tested 
Sam’s expertise and patience. After re-
assembly to find a minor leak was frus-
trating. Intensive searching eventually 
detected the leak and was repaired. 
Refitting the radiator into the bus pre-
sented many more challenges when 
working in cramped conditions. How-
ever with much effort, accompanied by 
a few “oaths” refitted it was. Along with 
fuel tank, and air tanks most major me-
chanical pieces are back in situ.  

661; After a long period in storage it 
was heartening to find that the exterior 
paintwork had survived reasonably well. 
Much of the beading around the window 
areas has suffered from the reaction 

that happens where aluminium meets aluminium. However after rubbing down and re-
application of primer the bus is nearing a potential “touching up” to make ready for 2019 
events. It has been moved a few times recently to allow access and with brighter 
weather, will go outside for a more thorough inspection.                                              

503: AEC Regent V 503 RUO has not had 
much attention although it is not so far from 
completion re interior and exterior condition, 
just a few mechanical issues to solve.         

817; AEC Regent V 817 should with minor    
attention be ready to go.  

All require “ a winter spring clean” The work is 
being undertaken by a very small group who 
are fully aware of the task and the timescales to 
try and make the trust vehicles ready for our 
celebrations through 2019. We hope we can 
achieve all we need to do to make the buses available but not everything may be possi-
ble with so few volunteers. A lot of the tasks are “menial” but necessary, as well as time 
consuming. The team will continue to make every effort to have the Trust vehicles avail-
able, however without additional help all may not be possible. Meeting each Tuesday at 
Knowstone anyone who would like to help would be most welcome.  



 

 

 

661 Lives! 
AEC Regent III NTT 661 has made its first run in eight years, after restoration work at 

The DGOT base at Knowstone. The bus was found to be in a reasonable condition after 

its long period of storage. Resident painter Chris Walters and mechanical maestro Sam 

Merrifield spent the last few months refurbishing and reconditioning both interior and 

exterior paint and components.  

                                                     Right:                                                                                                                                

Engineering manager Merrifield makes final 
adjustments to AEC Regent II NTT 661 be-
fore driver Andrews accepts his charge for 
the run to South Molton for final inspection 
and an appearance at The County Show. 

Below; Standing at the depot of Ways 
Transport in South Molton awaiting its 
turn on the ramps. 

A spirited trip down the lane         

then a faultless run to                   

South Molton 

Two ex DG celebrities also appearing on 
the highway at the bus running day at 
Minehead. Were OD 7497 seen  in the 
picturesque village of Dunster whist driver 
Bennett literally picks up every man and 
his dog at Minehead.                                     
Photos; William Spencer. 



 

 

 

A DG Outstation? 

Reliance 798 (VDV 798) 
has received its first gloss 
coat,  

AEC Regent III 661 (NTT 
661) has final checks and 
both Regent III 705 (ETT 
995) and Regent V 513 
(CTT 513C) have travelled 
for brake testing.  

The volunteer team are 
working double shifts to try 
and ensure all is “alright 
on the night” 

 

Preparations for 

our forthcoming 

events are going 

on at a DG outsta-

tion in glorious 

North Devon.                     



 

 

 Restoration News  

                                                                                  

 

Three of the Trusts vehicles did not manage to make it to the Centenary Rally at Newton 
Abbot despite the herculean efforts of the small restoration team at Knowstone.                                      

AEC Regent III NTT 661 did however manage 
to perform its duties on the occasion of the 
Civic Run in July. Civic dignitaries from towns 
and boroughs through which the first ever 
Devon General service ran travelled from Exe-
ter to Torquay on 661. However on the return 
journey (light engine) a fault developed and a 
slow crawl was made back to Exeter, where 
thanks again to the generosity of Stagecoach 
South West the bus was taken to Matford and 
stored securely in a repair bay. During the fol-
lowing weeks our mechanical maestro Sam 
Merrifield undertook a considerable examina-
tion and repair of the engine. The bus is now 
back at its base.                                                                                                  

AEC Reliance/Weymann VDV 798 although not 
ready for N. Abbot has since driven successfully from 
Knowstone to a garage facility with an inspection pit 
and allowed for the first time an unobstructed view of 
the undersides. This revealed that the exhaust and 
silencer were in need of replacement and a problem 
with air pressure being achieved. A trip to a site where 
a similar bus is in an advanced state of decay, al-
lowed a replacement part to be acquired, however 
some parts were of no use and some OK, so Sam 
achieved a working unit by taking the “best bits” from 
the “donor” and fitting to the existing. The silencer will 
have to manufactured new. This precluded 798 being 
available for the planned mini running day in Torquay 
on September 8th. It is now looking most promising 

that its debut will be at the open day at SSW Matford depot in October. Final painting 
and fitting of fleet-names is progressing currently. 

AEC Regent V 503 RUO has suffered delay due to 
the increased workload and was never really a can-
didate for restoration in time to attend DG100 
events. Problems with 661 and 798, which revealed 
themselves on start up and trial running although 
not expected, could not come as too much of a sur-
prise after so long a period of inactivity. These is-
sues diverted the focus of the restoration team away 
from 503. So much has been achieved on 503 to 
date that once work can resume, final completion 
will not be far away. 

 



 Restoration News January 2020 
Restoration during the winter months has to be of a remedial nature rather 

than full blooded engine rebuild, body modifications or paint jobs. Our base at 

Knowstone has a tendency to leak and is certainly lacking in heat. To that end 

work has been concentrated on bringing Regent III NTT 661 back to full power, 

along with final adjustments to AEC Reliance 798 to ensure door motors are 

operational. Once the warmer weather returns the Reliance will go over to the 

rented pit area in Rackenford for completion of the de-scaling of the underside 

prior to painting. Once 661 and 798 are declared “fully fit” attention will once 

again turn to AEC Regent V 503 RUO. 

 
 
 

  Restoration News March 2020 
The vehicle restoration news remains much as the last report. However the 

recent storms which produced exceptionally high winds caused damage to the 

doors of our accommodation at Knowstone. This caused slight damage to two 

buses as the doors blew in. Temporary repair was almost immediate, but the 

result was the sheds became inaccessible. Repairs have now been completed 

and full access is once again possible. 503 – awaiting better weather for the 

application of a top coat of paint; otherwise now nearing completion; 661 – 

engine being reassembled after installation of remanufactured gear for fuel 

pump timing; 798 – needs paint work in the cab area and some attention to the 

ceiling covering; remaining task will be to complete chassis de-rusting and 

repainting 817 – roadworthy; 513 – brake light fault still under investigation 
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